
Hay 6, 1969 

Dr. Lawrence M. OkUA 
Dapartment of Biological Chelsistry 
Xarvard Medical School 
Bo8ton, PIasaachusett8 02115 

DaBor Larry: 

I hope you are well settled now, and that you hava been able to get some 
start on your new rerearch in 8pite of the upheavals all around. Stanford 
ha8 probably not been much quieter, although the eruptiona, by great good 
fortune and 8ome wi8dm and Preeident Pitmr’s part, ham not cut so deeply 
into the life of the cmmmitp. 

I have, I am glad to 8~y, been able to take a slightly more active part in 
the lab work of the group, and Bruce Brandt is a pleasure to have here, 
Wevarthele88, the atmosphere won’t be the lame in pout abeence and I am 
coufounded by regrets over not having somehow found much snore time than I 
did to communicate with you while you were here, at the 8-e time that I 
regret that It is now even so much more dlfffcult. 

That lead8 am to what mey be the main point of this note, which wee provoked 
by 8ome reflectfone OA our unccrtaintiss au to future directioraa in the 
organization of the 8chool. Arthur Kornberg, as you kLIow,wao tmminent, ib) 
retiring as heed ofthhe Biochemi8try Departmeat &d will be taking a sabbatical 
in the Chemietry Department before returning after a while. Paul Berg is 
taking wer a8 Acting Bead, and the queatlon ie somewhat in limbo as to whether 
he would prefer to be confirmed IA that position or to start off on a new 
department of regulatory cell biology which ha8 been approved in principle 
by the Executive Coumittce. Sfmilarly, lBorman Kretchmer la quitting in Pediatrics 
and will be cltarting a new department in human developmental biology. Perhaps 
the am8t fAteresting development from an educational point of visw is a program 
in humen biology as an undergraduate major, which is oummartted in the enclosure. 
This still has to wait for actual funding from the Ford Fouadatlou, but that 
doe8 seem very likely. 

Against that background it eeemd to me that I 8hould not keep too rfgtid a 
view a8 to vhat the purposeo and dircsctions of this department might be, 
p8rtlculsrly in the event that mae of the professor8 sow here aihould decide 
to leave. Hy meet immediate concmn there is that Walter ha8 been offered a 
very attractive position a8 Professor of Genetics at Oxford, and it 1s a reaaoa- 
able poatribility that he mtght decide to take it. 
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I oaly mention all this to give you the background of rethinking rather than 
to suggest that there are any Inmediate concrete steps that have to be taken. 
But in that kind of thinking I wa8 moved to consider for the first t&m in 
quite a while who sight be 808~ of the people that I would like to see come 
to Stanford, and I could not help but think about youraeff with a very daep 
6enec of poeitive anticipation. I guess all X would like to ask of you right 
AOW ir to keep me closely fnformed about your future plane, and give me a chance 
to discw8 the posefbility of your taking an appointment here before you mm- 
mit youreelf Irrevocably anyvhere el8e. A8 far as I au concerned the 8ubject 
matter of your research iatereota would be quite immaterial to an appoiW3mnt 
in tbio department, and you know that I have the utmost regard for your general 
intellectual outlook and that I would aimply waut to give you the utmost aupport 
for any line of vork that you choooe to pursue. 

While I am at it, let Ilre also 8uggest that if there is any good purpose to be 
served by your epending any linited period of time back here even before you 
completelyour postdoctoral training, I would be uore than happy to try to see 
how to help uanage ft. 

Sincerely your8, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Profe88or of Genetics 

P.S. While foraging around for my column I did stumble into the issue of 
genetic effect8 of chlorination, and find a very large number of fascinating 
problem et every level that we are aterting to incorporate into our lab 
program. In particular, the organic analyai8 and instrumentation group ha8 
a place to fit into our genetic studlea 8uch that all of the previous Work 
in setting It up seems to have been anticipatory to ueet this particular 
challenge. 


